








and it was a one of a kind innova-
tion, strengthening the Indian IT
ecosystem. | even received a Gra-
ham Bell Award for it; this would
never have been possible without
all my team’s collective efforts.
We are now trying to expand the
linguistic digitization tools, as we
want every citizen of India to reap
the benefits of data connectivity
cost-effectively. Are yvou happy
with the response Datamail has
received so far?

Datamail was created with a
strong belief and ambition. In-
dia has a multitude of vernacular
languages, and people aspire to
carry out professional and per-
sonal communication digitally in
their native language. Solely for
this reason, our service has been
receiving tremendous response
and has also been adopted by cor-
porate organizations. We recently
launched our service in the Kan-
nada language for free to 50 mil-
lion native speakers

How did you get the idea for
launching Video meet?

With remote working becoming
the new norm due to pandemic,
I wanted to build an indigenous
video-conferencing  application
that delivers enhanced security
and privacy in professional and
personal meetings. In March
2020, we developed VideoMeet, a
free and secure audio/video con-
ferencing platform that can sup-
port thousands of people in one
session. The platform, which has
already been used for lakhs of
minutes for conferences and we-
binars, allows live streaming of
webinars and conferences on You-

Tube and Facebook. Our unigue
framework helps users regulate
data consumption, unlike other
virtual conferencing platforms.
Some of the other unique features
include screen recording. Video
guality control, wailing room,
screen share, music share, flip
cameras, chat during video calls,
etc. All the voice notification is in
an Indian accent. There are many
unique features for the host to
manage participants audio/ video
ete. to deliver a great experience

India is turming Digital in every
sphere for economic and social
growth. Are you happy with the
Digital growth, or do you have
some suggestions which can im-
prove the digitization further?

I am happy for the growth and ex-
posure India is getting on digital
fronts, especially after the ban on
Chinese apps and increased online
presence due to the recent social
distancing norms. My suggestion
to the government would be to
strengthen the ideology of Self-
Reliance further by encouraging a
stable row for investors in the 1T
products and services.

Turning Digital is good, but how
can it help the abundant poorer
section of the society who are un-
aware of this platform?

It can massively drive them to-
wards better exposure and more
inclusion in skill-based jobs, lead-
ing to better employment oppor-
tunities and growth.

Also, being an expensive medium,
how did you think it can reach the

masses of the village who prob-
ably cannot afford it?

The telecom networks, which are
on a pedestal with a user base in
millions, must create concession-
ary plans for the rural population.
The Internet has the capability to
become the backbone of our na-
tion. We must utilize this oppor-
tunity and maximize its potential
for the betterment of our country.
From primary to the tertiary sec-
tor, businesses and industries all
around are exuberating growth
via digitalization.

Do you have any set —off plans for
your future?

Ouwr target is to go from two lakh
daily meeting minutes to three
million minutes on the network
in the next 12 months. We're also
looking to add more languages
on the VideoMeet besides Hindi.
In terms of product innovations,
VideoMeet is working on an aug-
mented reality feature to bring a
virtual meeting as close to real-
ity as possible, as well as Al-led
language transcripts of meetings
for case-of-use. We are planning
to raise capital soon and have
been “approached™ by investors
already.

Any piece of advice for young IT
professionals?

My advice to all the tech enthu-
siasts is: “Work and build some-
thing that can give you an IP.
Build something different and
unique, and keep building on it.
And strive for an IP.” With tech-
nology, one has the power to bring
a wave of change.



